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Abstract and Keywords

:LOOLDP�-DPHV�ZDV�DOZD\V�JULSSHG�E\�WKH�SUREOHP�RI�LQWHQWLRQDOLW\��RUފ�NQRZLQJދ���WKDW�is, 
RI�KRZ�RXU�WKRXJKWV�FRPH�WR�EH�DERXW�WKH�ZRUOG��1HYHUWKHOHVV��FRPLQJ�XS�ZLWK�D�V\PSDo
WKHWLF�UHDGLQJ�RI�-DPHVއV�DFFRXQW�UHTXLUHV�DSSUHFLDWLQJ�WKDW�-DPHVއV�DSSURDFK�WR�DQDO\]o
ing a phenomenon is very different from that which most contemporary philosophers 
KDYH�IRXQG�QDWXUDO��,Q�SDUWLFXODU��UDWKHU�WKDQ�WU\LQJ�WR�JLYH�QHFHVVDU\�DQG�VXIILFLHQW�FRQo
GLWLRQV�IRU�D�WKRXJKWއV�EHLQJ�DERXW�DQ�REMHFW��-DPHV�SUHVHQWHG�DQ�DFFRXQW�RI�LQWHQWLRQDOLo
ty that focused on certain core cases (particularly those where we actually see or handle 
WKH�REMHFWV�RI�RXU�WKRXJKWV���DQG�H[SODLQHG�WKH�H[WHQVLRQ�RI�RXUފ�NQRZLQJދ�WDON�WR�RWKHU�
FDVHV��REMHFWV�DQG�HYHQWV�LQ�WKH�SDVW��XQREVHUYDEOHV��HWF���LQ�WHUPV�RI�YDULRXV�SUDJPDWLo
FDOO\�UHOHYDQW�UHODWLRQV�WKDW�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�EHWZHHQ�WKRVH�FDVHV�DQG�WKHފ�FRUH�2ދ�QFH�WKLV�
DFFRXQW�RI�LQWHQWLRQDOLW\�LV�LQ�SODFH��D�QXPEHU�RI�IHDWXUHV�RI�-DPHVއV�DSSURDFK�WR�WUXWK�
FRPH�LQ�WR�FOHDUHU�IRFXV��DQG�FDQ�VHHP�OHVV�SUREOHPDWLF�WKDQ�WKH\�ZRXOG�LI�RQH�SUHVXSo
posed a more traditional account of intentionality and analysis.
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Introduction

Throughout his career, William James was gripped by the problem of how our thoughts 
come to be about the world, and the question of intentionality (sometimes referred to by 
KLP�DV�WKH�UHODWLRQ�RIފ�NQRZLQJދ�RU�DV�WKHފ�WUXWK�SURFHVVHVދ��ZDV�QHYHU�IDU�IURP�KLV�
mind.1 His concern with this problem was expressed particularly vividly in his early 
�������UHYLHZ�RI�-RVLDK�5R\FHއV The Religious Aspect of Philosophy:2

The more one thinks, the more one feels that there is a real puzzle here. Turn and 
twist as we will, we are caught in a tight trap. Although we cannot help believing 
that our thoughts do mean realities and are true or false of them, we cannot for 
the life of us ascertain how they can PHDQ�WKHP��,I�WKRXJKW�EH�RQH�WKLQJ�DQG�UHDOLo
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ty another, by what pincers, from out of all the realities, does the thought pick out 
the special one it intends to know? (ECR 1885, 386)

Later, in his The Principles of Psychology ��������KH�FODLPHG�WKDWފ�WKH relation of knowing 

is the most mysterious thing in the world. If we ask how one thing can know another we 
are led into the heart of Erkenntnisstheorie DQG�PHWDSK\VLFVދ��33�������������7KLV�HDUO\�
interest continued throughout his life and (in a letter to his brother) James complained 
that his Pragmatism �������ZDV�ZLGHO\�PLVXQGHUVWRRG�EHFDXVH�SHRSOH�IDLOHG�WR�DSSUHFLo
DWH�WKDWފ�LW�UHDOO\�JUHZ�XS�IURP�D�PRUH�VXEWOH�DQG�GHOLFDWH�WKHRUHWLF�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�IXQFo
WLRQ�RI�NQRZLQJ��WKDQ�SUHYLRXV�SKLORVRSKHUV�KDYH�EHHQ�ZLOOLQJ�WR�PDNH3ދ�

1HYHUWKHOHVV��LQ�VSLWH�RI�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�KH�SODFHG�RQ�LW��-DPHVއV�DFFRXQW�RI�NQRZLQJ�LV�
W\SLFDOO\��LI�XQMXVWO\��QHJOHFWHG��7KLV�LV�DW�OHDVW�LQ�SDUW�EHFDXVH�FRPLQJ�XS�ZLWK�D�V\PSDo
WKHWLF�UHDGLQJ�RI�-DPHVއV�DFFRXQW�UHTXLUHV�DSSUHFLDWLQJ�WKDW�-DPHVއV�DSSURDFK�WR�DQDO\]o
ing a phenomenon is very different from that which most contemporary philosophers 
have found natural.

Prototypes and Philosophical Analysis

In particular, philosophers and non-philosophers alike often understand phenomena in 
WHUPV�RI�WKH�FRQFHSWV�E\�ZKLFK�WKH\�DUH�GHVLJQDWHG��DQG�WKLQN�RI�WKHVH�FRQFHSWV�LQފ�GHILQo
LWLRQDOދ�WHUPV�4 They thus picture an adequate analysis of a phenomenon as providing 
QHFHVVDU\�DQG�VXIILFLHQW�FRQGLWLRQV�IRU�WKH�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�FRQFHSWއV�VDWLVIDFWLRQ��&RQVHo
TXHQWO\��WKH\�DVVXPH�WKDW�RQH�FDQ�FULWLFL]H�DQRWKHUއV�DQDO\VLV�RI�D�SKHQRPHQRQ�E\�VKRZo
LQJ�WKDW�WKH�UHVXOWLQJ�FRQFHSWXDO�FULWHULD�LQFOXGHV�WKLQJV�WKDW�WKH�DVVRFLDWHG�WHUP�GRHVQއW�
apply to, or fails to include things to which it does.

If one treats James as trying to provide such an analysis of intentionality (that is to say, 
RQH�WDNHV�KLP�WR�EH�WU\LQJ�WR�SURYLGH�QHFHVVDU\�DQG�VXIILFLHQW�FRQGLWLRQV�IRU�D�WKRXJKWއV�
being about an object), his account will seem not only rather slapdash, but also subject to 
embarrassingly obvious counterexamples. Fortunately for James, however, he was not 
DLPLQJ�IRU�WKLV�VRUW�RI�DQDO\VLV�RI�LQWHQWLRQDOLW\��,Q�SDUWLFXODU��KH�ZDV�QRW�DLPLQJ�WR�SURo
vide any sort of conceptual analysis of the phenomenon. Rather than trying to capture the 

essence of the category by providing necessary and sufficient conditions for every case of 
D�WKRXJKWއV�EHLQJ�DERXW�DQ�REMHFW��-DPHV�VWDUWV�KLV�DQDO\VLV�ZLWK�WKH�FRUH�SURWRW\SLFDO� 
paradigm cases, and works out from these, supplementing this analysis of the core with 
additional remarks about how the less prototypical cases could be understood in terms of 
their relations to (and similarities with) the paradigm.5 If one analyzes something in this 
ZD\��PDUJLQDO�FDVHV�GR�QRW�FRXQW�DVފ�FRXQWHUH[DPSOHVދ�VLPSO\�EHFDXVH�WKH\�ODFN�SURSHUo
ties that are prominent in the characterization of the prototypical ones. Their lack of 
these properties merely explains why they are marginal rather than prototypical. James is 
quite explicit about the prototypical nature of the sorts of cases he focuses on, claiming, 
IRU�LQVWDQFH��WR�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�WKHފ�RULJLQDOV�DQG�SURWRW\SHV�RI�WKH�WUXWK�SURFHVVދ�DQG�
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that other types of intentional relations can be understood in terms of their relation to the 
prototypes.6

-DPHV�ZDV�QRW��WKHQ��DWWHPSWLQJ�WR�SURYLGH�DQ\WKLQJ�OLNH�D�WUDGLWLRQDOފ�GHILQLWLRQދ�RI�ZKDW�
LW�ZDV�IRU�D�WKRXJKW�WR�EH�DERXW�VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH��-DPHV�ZDV�DZDUH�WKDW�KH�ZDV�RFFDVLRQDOo
ly read as attempting to provide such definitions, and he insisted that criticisms based on 
WKDW�DVVXPSWLRQ��VXFK�DV�5XVVHOOއV��ZHUH�XQIDLU��$V�KH�SXWV�LW�

A mathematical term, such as a, c, x, y, sin, log, is self-sufficient, and terms of this 
sort, once equated, can be substituted for one another in endless series without 
HUURU��0U��5XVVHOOޔ��VHHP�V��WR�WKLQN�WKDW�LQ�RXU�PRXWK�DOVR�VXFK�WHUPV�DVފ�PHDQo
LQJފ�ދ�WUXWKފ�ދ�EHOLHIފ�ދ�REMHFWދ��GHILQLWLRQދ�DUH�VHOI�VXIILFLHQW�ZLWK�QR�FRQWH[W�RI�
YDU\LQJ�UHODWLRQV�WKDW�PLJKW�EH�IXUWKHU�DVNHG�DERXW��:KDW�D�ZRUG�PHDQV�LV�H[o
SUHVVHG�E\�LWV�GHILQLWLRQ��LVQއW�LW"�7KH�GHILQLWLRQ�FODLPV�WR�EH�H[DFW�DQG�DGHTXDWH��
GRHVQއW�LW"�7KHQ�LW�FDQ�EH�VXEVWLWXWHG�IRU�WKH�ZRUGނVLQFH�WKH�WZR�DUH�LGHQWLFDOނ 

FDQއW�LW"�7KHQ�WZR�ZRUGV�ZLWK�WKH�VDPH�GHILQLWLRQ�FDQ�EH�VXEVWLWXWHG�IRU�RQH�DQo
other, QއHVW�FH�SDV? Likewise two definitions of the same word, nicht war, etc., till 
LW�ZLOO�EH�LQGHHG�VWUDQJH�LI�\RX�FDQއW�FRQYLFW�VRPHRQH�RI�VHOI�FRQWUDGLFWLRQ�DQG�DEo
surdity. (MT 1909, 148)

'HILQLWLRQV�DUH�ILQH�IRU�WKH�WHUPV�RI�DUWLILFLDO�ODQJXDJHV�RI�PDWK�DQG�ORJLF��EXW�ZKHQ�SURo
YLGLQJ�DQ�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKHފ�QDWXUDOދ�ODQJXDJH�WHUPV�VXFK�DVފ�PHDQLQJފ�ދ�WUXWKދ��DQGފ�EHo
OLHIދ��RQH�VKRXOG�QRW�H[SHFW�VXFK�QHDWQHVV�

,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�VWUHVV�WKDW�KLV�SXUVXLQJ�WKLV�NLQG�RI�DQDO\VLV�QHHGQއW�UHSUHVHQW�DQ\�ODFN�
RI�ULJRU�RQ�-DPHVއV�SDUW��3URWRW\SH�GULYHQ�DQDO\VHV�DUH�QRW�UHVHUYHG�IRU�WKRVH�WRR�OD]\�WR�
UROO�XS�WKHLU�VOHHYHV�DQG�ZRUN�RXW�WKH�UHTXLUHG�VHWV�RI�QHFHVVDU\�DQG�VXIILFLHQW�FRQGLo
tions. Studies of human categorization provide strong evidence that many, if not most, of 
our categories simply FDQއW be adequately captured by sets of necessary and sufficient 
conditions.7 Prototype-centered accounts may thus be the only way to provide empirically 
adequate analyses of our categories, since there simply may be no set of properties that 
all and only the things that fall within a category possess.

Since this last point about categorization is fairly crucial for this reading of James, I will 
digress a bit on it here.

7KH�PHFKDQLVP�E\�ZKLFK�D�SURWRW\SH�FHQWHUHG�FDWHJRU\�JHWV�LWV�H[WHQVLRQ�LV�YHU\�GLIIHUo
ent from that traditionally associated with concepts. According to the traditional story, a 
FRQFHSWއV�H[WHQVLRQ�ZDV�PDGH�XS�E\�DOO�DQG�RQO\�WKRVH�REMHFWV�WKDW�SRVVHVVHG�WKH�SURSHUo
ties that were characteristic of the concept. Every object either does, or does not, fall 
within the extension of the concept, and no instance of a concept is any more central to it 
WKDQ�DQ\�RWKHU��7R�WDNH�DQ��DOO�WRR�IDPLOLDU��H[DPSOH��LI�Dފ�EDFKHORUދ�LV�GHILQHG�DV�DQފ�XQo
PDUULHG�DGXOW�PDOHދ��WKHQ�HYHU\WKLQJ�HLWKHU�ZRXOG��RU�ZRXOG�QRW��EH�D�EDFKHORU�LQ�YLUWXH�
of their having (or lacking) the properties of being an adult male and being unmarried 
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�DQG�QR�RQH�ZKR�KDG�ERWK�WKRVH�SURSHUWLHV�ZRXOG�EH�D�EHWWHU�RU�ZRUVH�H[DPSOH�RI�D�EDFKo
elor than any other).

Things are very different when categories are understood as displaying prototype effects, 
and the following example from traditional Dyirbal (an aboriginal language of Australia) 
should make this clear.8

In Dyirbal classification every object in the world falls into one of four categories, bayi, 
balan, balam, bala��DQG�VSHDNLQJ�'\LUEDO�FRUUHFWO\�UHTXLUHV�XVLQJ�WKH�ULJKW�FODVVLILHU�EHo
fore each object. The members of the four categories include the following:

1. Bayi: men, kangaroos, possums, bats, most snakes, most fishes, some birds, most 
insects, the moon, storms, rainbows, boomerangs, some spears, etc.
2. Balan: women, bandicoots, dogs, platypus, echidna, some snakes, some fishes, 
most birds, fireflies, scorpions, crickets, the hairy mary grub, anything connected 
with water or fire, sun and stars, shields, some spears, some trees, etc.
3. Balam: all edible fruit and plants that bear them, tubers, ferns, honey, cigarettes, 
wine, cake.
4. Bala: parts of the body, meat, bees, wend, yamsticks, some spears, most trees, 
grass, mud, stones, noises and language, etc.

The project of trying to find necessary and sufficient conditions for membership in these 
four groups is hopeless because their membership is determined very differently from 
what the classical picture of categories presupposes. Instead of being determined by the 
possession of a fixed group of properties, class membership in Dyirbal has the following 
characteristics.

Centrality: Categories have certain central members. For Bayi, the central members are 
(human) males and animals. (Willy wagtails and the moon are less central members.) For 

Balan the central members are (human) females, water, fire, and fighting. (Stinging vines, 
gar fish, and the hairy mary grub are less central members.) For Balam��WKH�EDVLF�PHPo
EHUV�DUH�QRQ�IOHVK�IRRG��,Q�HDFK�FDVH��WKH�FHQWUDO�PHPEHU�ZLOO�EHފ�EHWWHUދ�DQGފ�OHVV�SUREo
OHPDWLFދ�H[DPSOHV�WKDQ�WKH�RWKHUV��DQG�WKLV�ZLOO�EH�UHIOHFWHG�LQ�WKH�VSHHG��HDVH��DQG�FHUo
tainty to which people apply the category in various cases. (We see a similar phenomenon 
ZLWK�RXU�RZQ�XVH�RI�ZRUGV�VXFK�DVފ�ELUGފ�ދ�WDEOHދ��RUފ�JDPHދ��

Chaining: Complex categories are structured by chaining. Central members of a category 
are linked to other less central members, which are linked to still others, and so on. 
7KHVHފ�FKDLQVދ�RIWHQ�LQFRUSRUDWH�VSHFLILF�NQRZOHGJH��LQFOXGLQJ�FHUWDLQ�LGHDOL]HG�PRGHOV�
of the world, such as knowledge of mythology) which overrides general knowledge in 
such cases. Birds, for instance, even though they are animals, fall into category 2 (rather 
than category 1) because, in Dyirbal mythology, they house the spirits of dead females. 
Other more mundane knowledge can also affect the chains. For example, women are 
mythologically linked to the sun (while men are linked to the moon, which thus falls into 
category 1), which is linked to sunburn, which is linked to the hairy mary grub (the grub 
produces a painful rash that feels much like sunburn). It is by virtue of such a chain that 
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the hairy mary grub is thought to be in the same category as women. The chains are 
mythologically motivated (women to the sun), causally motivated (the sun to sunburn), 
and experientially motivated (sunburn to the hairy mary grub). In none of these cases are 
common objective properties being picked out by both instances of the term. There is 
QRWKLQJފ�REMHFWLYHO\ފ�ދPDVFXOLQHދ�DERXW�WKH�PRRQ�RUފ�IHPLQLQHދ�DERXW�WKH�VXQ��WKH�JHQo
GHU�UROHV�RI�WKH�WZR�KHDYHQO\�ERGLHV�DUH�UHYHUVHG�LQ�FXOWXUHV�ZLWK�GLIIHUHQW�P\WKRORJLHVނ 

as with Apollo and Artemis in Greek mythology), and the extension of the term to the 
hairy mary grub relies on contingent facts about our own embodiment (a creature who 
GLGQއW�KDYH�D�VXQEXUQ�OLNH�UHDFWLRQ�WR�LWV�FRQWDFW�ZRXOG�VHH�QR�FRQQHFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
grub and the sun).

No Common Properties��&DWHJRULHV�RQ�WKH�ZKROH�QHHG�QRW�EH�GHILQHG�E\�FRPPRQ�SURSHUo
ties. There is no reason to believe that the Dyirbal find anything in common between 
ZRPHQ�DQG�KDLU\�PDU\�JUXEV��1RU�GR�WKH\�DVVXPH��VR�IDU�DV�LV�NQRZQ��WKDW�WKHUH�LV�DQ\o
thing feminine about fire or danger, or anything fiery or dangerous about women. The 
lack of common properties is most clearly seen with the fourth category, Bala, which 
seems to simply include everything not in the other classes.

'\LUEDO�FODVVLILFDWLRQ�PD\�EH�DQ�XQXVXDOO\�YLYLG�FDVH��EXW�WKHVH�EDVLF�SKHQRPHQD�RI�FHQo
trality, chaining, and lack of common properties are widespread, and they are reflected in 
-DPHVއV�DFFRXQW�RI�LQWHQWLRQDOLW\��-DPHVއV�LPSOLFLW�DVVXPSWLRQ�WKDW�DQ�DGHTXDWH�DQDO\VLV�RI�
LQWHQWLRQDOLW\�VKRXOG�KDYH�VXFK�D�SURWRW\SLFDO�VWUXFWXUH�LV�YHU\�SODXVLEOH��)RU�-DPHV��FDVo
HV�LQ�ZKLFK�ZH�DFWXDOO\�VHH�DQG�RU�PDQLSXODWH�WKH�REMHFWV�RI�RXU�WKRXJKW�SURYLGH�WKH�SURo
WRW\SH�RIފ�NQRZLQJދ��DQG�RWKHU�FDVHV�DUH�XQGHUVWRRG�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKHLU�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�SURo
totype even if they lack properties that are crucial to the prototypical cases.9

Both the classically definitional and the prototype-centered analyses of categories can, in 
VRPH�VHQVH��EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�WU\LQJ�WR�JHW�DW�ZKDW�LVފ�HVVHQWLDOދ�WR�D�FDWHJRU\�SKHQRPHo
QRQ��EXW�HDFK�EULQJV�ZLWK�LW�D�GLIIHUHQW�FRQFHSWLRQ�RI�ZKDWފ�EHLQJ�HVVHQWLDOދ�LQYROYHV��,Q�
the former case, the essential properties must be shared by all members of the category. 
,Q�WKH�ODWWHU��WKH�HVVHQWLDO�SURSHUWLHV�QHHG�QRW�EH�SRVVHVVHG�E\�HYHU\WKLQJ�ZKLFK�IDOOV�XQo
GHU�WKH�WHUP��EXW�WKH�LQWHOOLJLELOLW\�RI�WKH�FDWHJRU\�GHSHQGV�XSRQ�WKH�HVVHQWLDO�FDVHV�EHo
cause the peripheral cases are understood as members of the category in virtue of their 
relation to the more basic ones.

-DPHVއV�%DVLF�$FFRXQW�RI�,QWHQWLRQDOLW\��,PPHo
diate and Mediate Knowing

-DPHV�ZDQWHG�WR�SURYLGH�D�QDWXUDOLVWLF�H[SODQDWLRQ�RI�KRZ�RQH�SLHFH�RIފ�IODW�FRQWHQWޔ��
>ZLWK@�QR�VHOI�WUDQVFHQGHQF\�DERXW�LWދ�FDPH�WR�EHފ�DERXWދ�VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH�10

:H�DUH�QRW�WR�DVNފ��+RZ�LV�VHOI�WUDQVFHQGHQFH�SRVVLEOH"ދ�:H�DUH�RQO\�WR�DVNފ��+RZ�
FRPHV�LW�WKDW�FRPPRQ�VHQVH�KDV�DVVLJQHG�D�QXPEHU�RI�FDVHV�LQ�ZKLFK�LW�LV�DVo
VXPHG�QRW�RQO\�WR�EH�SRVVLEOH�EXW�DFWXDO"�$QG�ZKDW�DUH�WKH�PDUNV�XVHG�E\�FRPo
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PRQ�VHQVH�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�WKRVH�FDVHV�IURP�WKH�UHVW"ދ�,Q�VKRUW��RXU�LQTXLU\�LV�D�
FKDSWHU�LQ�GHVFULSWLYH�SV\FKRORJ\ނKDUGO\�DQ\WKLQJ�PRUH�11

-DPHVއV�PHWKRG�ZDV�WR�ORRN�DW�WKH�FOHDUHVW�FDVHV�LQ�ZKLFK�ZH treat our thoughts as being 
about the world and provide an analysis of what is going on in them. His account of 
�WKXV�KDV�D�VWURQJ�GHVFULSWLYH�SKHQRPHQRORJLFDO�FRPSRQHQW��DQG�VR�LW�LV�SHUoދNQRZLQJފ
haps not surprising that the story he ends up with has a clear prototype structure.

James thought, plausibly enough, that the prototypical cases of our thoughts being about 
REMHFWV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�LQYROYHG�WKHLUފ�RSHUDWLQJދ�RQ�WKRVH�REMHFWV��HLWKHU�E\�RXU perceiving 

them, handling WKHP��RU�ERWK���DQG�VR�KLV�GLVFXVVLRQ�RIފ�RSHUDWLRQދ��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�LWV�SHUo
ceptual form, provides the foundation for his account.

While the material from Essays in Radical Empiricism (published in 1912, but primarily 
collecting material from 1904 to 1905) focus on perception as the core case from which 
the other cases of intentionality are understood, it is noteworthy that his earlier work on 
WKH�WRSLF��SDUWLFXODUO\�LQ7ފ�KH�)XQFWLRQ�RI�&RJQLWLRQދ��������DQG 7KH�3ULQFLSOHV�RI�3V\o
chology ��������DOVR�SXW�FRQVLGHUDEOH�HPSKDVLV�RQ�RXU�LGHDVފ�RSHUDWLQJދ�RQ��RU�
���07��ދDIIHFWLQJފ���������WKH�UHDOLWLHV�ZH�WDNH�WKHP�WR�EH�DERXW� 12

Now by what tests does the psychologist decide whether the state of mind he is 
studying is a bit of knowledge, or only a subjective fact not referring to anything 
outside itself?

He uses the tests we all practically use. If the state of mind resembles his own idea 
of a certain reality; or if without resembling his idea of it, it seems to imply that 
reality and refer to it by operating upon it through the bodily organs; or even if it 
resembles and operates on some other reality that implies, and leads up to, and 
WHUPLQDWHV�LQ��WKH�ILUVW�RQHނ�LQ�HLWKHU�RU�DOO�RI�WKHVH�FDVHV�WKH�SV\FKRORJLVW�DGPLWV�
that the state of mind takes cognizance, directly or remotely, distinctly or vaguely, 
WUXO\�RU�IDOVHO\��RI�WKH�UHDOLW\އV�QDWXUH�DQG�SRVLWLRQ�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG���33������������

2U��DV�KH�SXW�LW�LQ7ފ�KH�)XQFWLRQ�RI�&RJQLWLRQދ��7KH�IHHOLQJ�RI�T�NQRZV�ZKDWHYHU�UHDOLW\�LWފ 
resembles, and either directly or indirectly operates on. If it resemble without operating, 
LW�LV�D�GUHDP��LI�LW�RSHUDWH�ZLWKRXW�UHVHPEOLQJ��LW�LV�DQ�HUURUދ��07�����������13

-DPHV�ZDV�KDSS\�HQRXJK�ZLWK�WKLV�EDVLF�DFFRXQW�IRU�KLP�WR�UHSXEOLVK7ފ�KH�)XQFWLRQ�RI�
&RJQLWLRQދ�LQ�KLV The Meaning of Truth (1909), and while he appended a note to the 
UHSULQWHG�YHUVLRQ�WR�DGG�WKDW�WKH�HDUOLHU�SDSHU�VXIIHUHG�IURP�Dފ�SRVVLEO\�XQGXH�SURPLo
QHQFH�JLYHQ�WR�UHVHPEOLQJދ��07������������-DPHV�QHYHU�WDNHV�EDFN�WKLV�HPSKDVLV�RQ�WKH�
importance of operating on objects.14

Nevertheless, for James, like many others, the clearest cases of the knowing relation can 
be found in perception, where we are directly acquainted with the object of our 
thoughts.15 Nevertheless, it is instructive to compare James and Russell (or at least the 
Russell of The Problems of Philosophy >����@��RQ�WKLV�PDWWHU��:KLOH�ERWK�SKLORVRSKHUV�DVo
VLJQHG�D�SULPDU\�UROH�WR�ZKDW�ZH�ZHUHފ�DFTXDLQWHGދ�ZLWK�LQ��DPRQJ�RWKHU�WKLQJV��SHUFHSo
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WLRQ��WKH�VHQVH�LQ�ZKLFK�DFTXDLQWDQFH�LV�WKHފ�IRXQGDWLRQދ�IRU�RWKHU�W\SHV�RIފ�PHGLDWHGދ�
knowing is very different in James than it is in Russell.16 ,Q�SDUWLFXODU��ZKLOH�5XVVHOO�FRQo
WUDVWHG�LPPHGLDWHފ�NQRZOHGJH�E\�DFTXDLQWDQFHދ�ZLWK�WKH�PRUH�PHGLDWHފ�NQRZOHGJH�E\�
GHVFULSWLRQދ��DFTXDLQWDQFH�ZDVފ�IRXQGDWLRQDOދ�IRU�5XVVHOO�LQ�WKH�YHU\�UREXVW�VHQVH�WKDW�
�FRXOG�EH reduced WR�ORJLFDO�FRPSRXQGV�RI�LWHPV�NQRZQ�E\�DFoދNQRZOHGJH�E\�GHVFULSWLRQފ
quaintance.17 By contrast, acquaintance was, for James, foundational only in the sense 
that other types of knowing were ultimately understood in terms RI�LW��2XUފ�NQRZOHGJH�
DERXWދ�DQ�REMHFW�ZDV�QRW��KRZHYHU� reducible WR�ZKDW�ZH�NQHZ�E\�DFTXDLQWDQFHފ��.QRZOo
HGJH�DERXWދ�REMHFWV�LQYROYHVފ�FDXVDO�H[WHUQDOދ�UDWKHU�WKDQފ�ORJLFDO�FRQFHSWXDOދ�UHODWLRQV�
to what was known immediately.

,Q�SDUWLFXODU��-DPHV�H[WHQGV�WKH�SDUDGLJP�RI�SHUFHSWXDO�UHIHUHQFH�E\�DUJXLQJ�WKDW�RQHއV�
LGHDV�FDQ�NQRZ�REMHFWV�RXWVLGH�RI�RQHއV�SHUFHSWXDO�ILHOG�E\ leading one through a series of 
experiences that terminate in an actual percept of the object referred to. For instance, 
-DPHVއV0ފ�HPRULDO�+DOOދ�LGHD�PD\�MXVW�EH�D�GLP�LPDJH�LQ�KLV�PLQG��EXW�LI�WKLV�LPDJH�DOo
ORZV�-DPHV�WR�JR�WR�WKH�KDOO�DQG�UHFRJQL]H�LW��WKHQފ�ZH�PD\�IUHHO\�VD\�WKDW�>KH@�KDG�WKH�
WHUPLQDO�REMHFWކ�LQ�PLQGއ�IURP�WKH�RXWVHW��HYHQ�DOWKR at the outset nothing was there in 
[him] but a flat piece of substantive experience like any other, with no self-transcendency 
DERXW�LWދ��5)(������������2XU�LGHDV�DERXW�REMHFWV�RXWVLGH�RI�RXU�SHUFHSWXDO�ILHOG�QHHG�QRW 
share DOO�WKH�SURSHUWLHV�RI�WKH�FRUH�FDVHV�RI�SHUFHSWLRQ��EXW�WKH\�EHDU�Dފ�FKDLQLQJދ�UHODo
tion to them: they are ideas that lead one to the actual percept. Indeed, such cases can be 
FRQVLGHUHG�WKHފ�SURWRW\SHދ�RI conceptual reference for James. The prototypical case of 
KDYLQJފ�NQRZOHGJH�DERXWދ�DQ�REMHFW�LQYROYHV�EHLQJ�OHG�WR�GLUHFW�DFTXDLQWDQFH�ZLWK�WKDW�
REMHFW��$V�KH�SXWV�LWފ��)ROORZLQJ�RXU�PHQWDO�LPDJH�RI�D�KRXVH�DORQJ�WKH�FRZ�SDWK��ZH�DFo
WXDOO\�FRPH�WR�VHH�WKH�KRXVH��ZH�JHW�WKH�LPDJHއV�IXOO�YHULILFDWLRQ� Such simply and fully 
verified leadings are certainly the originals and prototypes of the truth-processދ��3�������
99).

-DPHVއV�LQLWLDO�DFFRXQW�RI�WKH�LQWHQWLRQDOLW\�RI�RXU�WKRXJKWV��LQ�ZKLFK�RXU�LGHDV�DUH�DERXW�
REMHFWV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�OHDG�XV�LQWR�SHUFHSWXDO�FRQWDFW�ZLWK��RU�VRPH�RWKHU�W\SH�RI�RSHUDo
tion on) those objects, faces a number of problems if viewed as a conceptual analysis of 
the form: 3އV�LGHD�[�LV�DERXW�REMHFW�2�LI�DQG�RQO\�LI�[�OHDGV�3�WR�FRPH�LQWR�SHUFHSWXDO�FRQo
WDFW�ZLWK�RU�RWKHUZLVHފ�RSHUDWHދ�RQ�2. Among such problems are:

1. ,W�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�RQH�FDQއW�KDYH�WKRXJKWV�DERXW�REMHFWV�XQWLO�RQH�KDV actually 

WUDFNHG�WKHP�GRZQ��)RU�LQVWDQFH��P\3ފ�DULV�WKRXJKWދ�LVQއW�DFWXDOO\ of 3DULV�XQWLO�,�DFo
tually make it to the city, and so if I never visit Paris, I will have never actually 
thought about it.
2. ,W�LJQRUHV�WKHފ�VRFLDOދ�FKDUDFWHU�RI�ODQJXDJH�DQG�FRJQLWLRQ��DQG�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�,�
FRXOGQއW�KDYH�WKRXJKWV�DERXW�WKLQJV�WKDW�,�FRXOGQއW�UHFRJQL]H�
3. It would seem to make reference to unobservable entities impossible.
4. By making non-perceptual cognition dependent upon how we track things down in 
WKH�IXWXUH��LW�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�ZH�FRXOGQއW�KDYH�WKRXJKWV�DERXW�WKH�SDVW�
5. It suggests that I could never mis-identify an object, since whatever object I picked 
RXW�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�WKH�RQH�,ފ�KDG�LQ�PLQGދ�
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However, all of these problems are manageable once we realize that James typically 
keeps his discussion close to the core of the subject. While these would be problem cases 
if intentionality were simply equated with the prototype, they can be incorporated into 
-DPHVއV�DFFRXQW�VLQFH�WKH\�FDQ�VWLOO�EH understood in terms of the prototype. As James 
SXWV�LWފ��([SHULHQFH�RIIHUV�LQGHHG�RWKHU�IRUPV�RI�WUXWK�SURFHVV��EXW�WKH\�DUH�DOO�FRQFHLYo
DEOH�DV�EHLQJ�YHULILFDWLRQV�DUUHVWHG��PXOWLSOLHG�RU�VXEVWLWXWHG�RQH�IRU�DQRWKHU18ދ�

Virtual Knowing and the Potentially Verified

Starting with the first of the issues just listed, an apparent (and immediate) problem with 
-DPHVއV�DFFRXQW�RI�LQWHQWLRQDOLW\�LV�WKDW�ZKLOH�LW�DOORZV�WKDW�P\�LGHD�RI�0HPRULDO�+DOO�
counts as having always referred to the hall once it actually leads me to it, common sense 
suggests that our idea refers to the hall before this happens, or even if I never track the 
building down. Indeed, it might seem that a large and significant portion of my thought is 
RXWVLGH�HYHQ�-DPHVއV�LQLWLDO�H[WHQVLRQ�RI�WKH�SURWRW\SH�WR�QRQ�SHUFHSWXDO�FDVHV��,�FDQ�KDYH�
thoughts about Barack Obama, Bucharest, or the Basilica of St. John the Baptist, but none 
RI�WKHVH�LGHDV�PD\�HYHU�UHDFK�WKH�VWDJH�RIފ�IDFH�WR�IDFHދ�YHULILFDWLRQ�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�RI�WKH�
prototype.

-DPHV�UHVSRQGV�WR�WKLV�ZRUU\�E\�DUJXLQJ�WKDW�LQ�FDVHV�LQ�ZKLFK�ZH�KDYHQއW�DFWXDOO\�
WUDFNHG�GRZQ�WKH�SXUSRUWHG�REMHFWV�RI�RXU�WKRXJKWV��ZH�FDQ�VWLOO�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DVފ�YLUWXo
DOO\ދ�UHIHUULQJ�WR�WKHP�

The key to this difficulty lies in the distinction between knowing as verified and 
completed, and the same knowing as in transit and on its way. To recur to the 
Memorial Hall example lately used, it is only when our idea of the hall has actually 
WHUPLQDWHG�LQ�WKH�SHUFHSW�WKDW�ZH�NQRZފ�IRU�FHUWDLQދ�WKDW�IURP�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�LW�
was truly cognitive of that. Until established by the end of the process, its quality 
of knowing that, or indeed of knowing anything, could still be doubted; and yet the 
knowing really was there, as the result now shows. We were virtual knowers of the 
hall long before we were certified to have been its actual knowers, by the 
SHUFHSWއV�UHWURDFWLYH�YDOLGDWLQJ�SRZHU��-XVW�DV�ZH�DUHފ�PRUWDOދ�DOO�WKH�WLPH��E\�UHDo
son of the virtuality of the inevitable event which will make it so when it shall have 
come. (ERE 1904, 34, MT 1909, 67.)

But, of course, there are not only cases in which we have not tracked down the objects of 
our thoughts yet, there are also many cases in which the relevant objects are never 

WUDFNHG�GRZQ��2XU�HYHQWXDO�WUDFNLQJ�GRZQ�RI�REMHFWV�ODFNV�WKH�LQHYLWDELOLW\�RI�RXU�HYHQWXo
DO�GHPLVH��VR�WKH�FRPSDULVRQ�WRފ�PRUWDOދ�PD\�QRW�VHHP�HQWLUHO\�DSW��-DPHV�UHFRJQL]HV�
WKLV��DQG�KH�JRHV�RQ�WR�FODLP�WKDWފ�WKH�LPPHQVHO\�JUHDWHU�SDUW�RI�DOO�RXU�NQRZLQJ�QHYHU�
gets beyond this virtual stageދ (ERE 1904, 34; MT 1909, 67). James assumes that his 
E\�ILUVW�PDNLQJ�NQRZOHGJH�WR�FRQVLVW�LQ�H[oފ��RSSRQHQW�ZLOO�REMHFW�WKDWދWUDQVFHQGHQWDOLVWފ
WHUQDO�UHODWLRQVދ�DQGފ�WKHQ�FRQIHVVLQJ�WKDW�QLQH�WHQWKV�RI�WKH�WLPH�WKHVH�DUH�QRW�DFWXDOO\�
EXW�YLUWXDOO\�WKHUHދ��KH�KDVފ�NQRFNHG�WKH�VROLG�ERWWRP�RXW�RI�WKH�ZKROH�EXVLQHVV��DQG�
SDOPHG�RII�D�VXEVWLWXWH�RI�NQRZOHGJH�IRU�WKH�JHQXLQH�WKLQJދ��5)(�����������07�������68). 
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James, however, argues that as long as we can find the object of our thoughts, we need 
not always actually GR�VR��DQGފ�ZKHUH�SRWHQWLDOLW\�FRXQWV�DV�DFWXDOLW\�LQ�VR�PDQ\�RWKHU�
FDVHV��RQH�GRHV�QRW�VHH�ZK\�LW�PD\�QRW�VR�FRXQW�KHUHދ��07������������$IWHU�DOO��DV�-DPHV�
VWUHVVHG��DV�ORQJ�DV�WKLVފ�YLUWXDO�NQRZLQJދ�FRXOG�EH�FDVKHG�RXW�ZKHQHYHU�LW�QHHGV�WR�EH��
there would be no practical difference between a theory which says that we are virtually 
referring to objects most of the time and one that claims that we are completely doing so. 
$IWHU�DOO��ZKDW�SUDFWLFDO�GLIIHUHQFH�ZRXOG�LW�PDNH�LI�ZH�ZHUH�WRފ�FRPSOHWHO\ދ�UDWKHU�WKDQ�
 �UHIHU�WR�WKHVH�LWHPV"19 Since virtual knowing plays the same practical role asދ\YLUWXDOOފ
�WR�WKHVH�FDVoދNQRZLQJ�WDONފ��NQRZLQJ�LQ�PRVW�FDVHV��LW�LV�MXVWLILDEOH�WR�H[WHQGދFRPSOHWHGފ
HV�WKDW�UHPDLQ�YLUWXDO��7KHUH�LV�QRWKLQJ�DERXW�RXU�SUDFWLFH�RIފ�DERXWދ�WDON�WKDW�LV�GHSHQo
GHQW�XSRQ�NQRZLQJ�EHLQJފ�QRQ�YLUWXDOދ�DOO��RU�HYHQ�PRVW��RI�WKH�WLPH�

(YHQ�LI�PRVW�RI�RXU�NQRZOHGJH�ZHUH�YLUWXDO��WKHVHފ�YLUWXDOދ�FDVHV�ZRXOG�VWLOO�EH�XQGHUo
stood in terms of their relation to the non-virtual prototypes. It is precisely in virtue of 
WKHLU�SRWHQWLDO�WR�EHFRPH�OLNH�WKH�SURWRW\SH�WKDW�WKH�LGHDV�LQ�TXHVWLRQ�FRXQW�DVފ�NQRZLQJދ�
the objects that they do,20 VR�D�JLYHQ�GRJ�LGHD�LVފ�FRJQLWLYHދ�RI�D�UHDO�GRJ�EHFDXVHފ�WKH�DFo
tual tissue of experience is constituted [so that] the idea is capable of leading into a chain 
RI�RWKHU�H[SHULHQFHVޔ��ZKLFK�JR�IURP�QH[W�WR�QH[W�DQG�WHUPLQDWH�DW�ODVW�LQ�YLYLG�VHQVH� 
SHUFHSWLRQV�RI�D�MXPSLQJ��EDUNLQJ��KDLU\�ERG\9 21ދ�LUWXDO�NQRZLQJ�LV�VWLOO�D�W\SH�RI�NQRZo
LQJ��DQG�ZLWK�LW��-DPHVއV�DFFRXQW�RI�LQWHQWLRQDOLW\�H[SDQGV�LWV�IRFXV�IURP�WKH�PRVW�FHQWUDO�
cases of verification to the broader notion of verifiability. The verification-processes is 
VWLOO��DV�-DPHV�SXWV�LWފ��HVVHQWLDOދ��EXW�WKLV�PHDQV�RQO\�WKDW�ZH�FDQއW�XQGHUVWDQG�YHULILDELOLo
ty independently of verification.

2I�FRXUVH��RQH�PLJKW�VWLOO�ZRQGHU�ZK\�-DPHV�FDQއW�JLYH�D�PRUH�WUDGLWLRQDO�GHILQLWLRQ�RI�
aboutness by making a direct appeal to potential verifiability, and, indeed, he may seem 
WR�EH�GRLQJ�MXVW�WKLV�ZKHQ�KH�FODLPV�WKDWފ�A percept knows whatever reality it directly or 
indirectly operates on and resembles; a conceptual feeling, or thought, knows a reality, 
whenever it actually or potentially terminates in a percept that operates on or resembles 
that reality, or is otherwise connected with it or with its contextދ��07����� This �22���ށ����
VRUW�RI�GLVMXQFWLRQ�LV�D�XVHIXO�ZD\�WR�VXPPDUL]H�WKH�DFFRXQWV��EXW�VXFK�URXJK�SUHVHQWDo
WLRQV�DUHQއW�GHILQLWLRQV��DQG�ZRXOG�VWLOO�EH�RSHQ�WR�RWKHU�FRXQWHUH[DPSOHV��VD\��DERXW�WKH�
past and unobservables) that the full account will cover.

The Social Character of Language

-DPHV�LV�IUHTXHQWO\�FULWLFL]HG�IRU�WDNLQJ�DQ�RYHUO\ފ�LQGLYLGXDOLVWLFދ�DSSURDFK�WR�SKLORVRSKLo
cal questions, so it is not surprising that he has also been accused of missing out on the 

social character of language and cognition.23 Indeed, it is easy to see how one might get 
VXFK�DQ�LPSUHVVLRQ�IURP�-DPHVއV�ZULWLQJV��VLQFH�WKH�SURWRW\SLFDO�FDVHV�RI�LQWHQWLRQDOLW\�
(at least for James) are individualistic. However, even if the presentation of acquaintance 
DQG�WKH�SURWRW\SLFDO�FDVHV�RIފ�NQRZOHGJH�DERXWދ�REMHFWV�LV�IRFXVHG�H[FOXVLYHO\�RQ�WKH�
LQGLYLGXDOއV�SHUFHSWLRQV�DQG�RSHUDWLRQV��WKH�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�PRUH�H[WHQGHG�FDVHV�RI�QRQ� 
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perceptual intentionality can still do much to accommodate the social aspects of language 
and cognition.

In the core cases that James focuses on, we are always able to, on our own, recognize 

what we are ultimately referring to. Consequently, if one takes all the characteristics of 
the core to be essential, it can seem that in order to refer to something, one must at least 
EH�DEOH�WR�ORFDWH�RU�UHFRJQL]H�LW�RQ�RQHއV�RZQ��,I�DQ�LGHD�LV unable WR�OHDG�RQH�WR�D�SDUWLFXo
ODU�REMHFW��WKHQ�LW�LVQއW�FRJQLWLYH�RI�LW��-DPHV�KLJKOLJKWV�WKLV�LVVXH�KLPVHOI�LQ�KLV�GLVFXVVLRQ�
of Memorial Hall.

)RU�LQVWDQFH��LI�\RX�DVN�PH�ZKDW�KDOO�,�PHDQ�E\�P\�LPDJH��DQG�,�FDQ�WHOO�\RX�QRWKo
ing; or if I fail to point or lead you towards the Harvard Delta; or if, being led by 
you, I am uncertain whether the Hall I see be what I had in mind or not; you would 
ULJKWO\�GHQ\�WKDW�,�KDGފ�PHDQWދ�WKDW�SDUWLFXODU�KDOO�DW�DOO��HYHQ�WKRXJK�P\�PHQWDO�
image might to some degree have resembled it. The resemblance would count in 
WKDW�FDVH�DV�FRLQFLGHQWDO�PHUHO\��IRU�DOO�VRUWV�RI�WKLQJV�RI�D�NLQG�UHVHPEOH�RQH�DQo
other in this world without being held for that reason to take cognizance of one 
another. (ERE 1904, 28; MT 1909, 62.)

-DPHV�KHUH�VHHPV�WR�EH�VXJJHVWLQJ�WKDW��LI�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�KLPVHOI�FRXOGQއW�ORFDWH�RU�UHFRJo
QL]H�WKH�REMHFW��KH�FRXOGQއW�KDYH�WKRXJKWV�DERXW�LW��7KLV�ZRXOG�EH��KRZHYHU��XQGXO\�UHo
strictive since we frequently credit people with thoughts about objects or types of things 
which, if left entirely to their own devices, they would be unable to locate or identify.24�

After all, I certainly think that I FDQ�UHIHU�WR�0HPRULDO�+DOO��EXW�,�ZRXOGQއW�EH�DEOH�WR�UHFo
ognize it if I were taken to Boston and asked to pick it out from a group of buildings 
standing in front of me.

Nevertheless, James can accommodate such cases, since it is crucial to his account that 
NQRZLQJ�DQ�REMHFW�LQYROYHV�EHLQJ�OHG�WR�LWފ�WKURXJK�D�FRQWH[W�ZKLFK�WKH�ZRUOG�
SURYLGHV25ދ� Being able to actually ORFDWH�WKH�REMHFWV�RI�RXU�WKRXJKWV�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�EHo
LQJ�DEOH�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�WKHP�IURP�DOO�RWKHUV�LQ�D�FRQWH[W�LQGHSHQGHQW�ZD\��0\�DELOLW\�WR�ORo
FDWH��VD\��P\�FRS\�RI�+HQU\�-DPHVއV Washington Square is based largely on the fact that it 
is the only copy of the novel to be found on the bookshelf in my living room, rather than 
my knowledge of perceptual features that distinguish it from all other copies of that 
book.26 Our being embedded in particular contexts thus turns out to be essential to our 
ability to locate the particular objects of our thoughts. However, once we admit that our 
context is important in this way, there seems little reason to think that such an account 
FDQއW�LQFOXGH�RXU social FRQWH[W�DV�ZHOO��$IWHU�DOO��,�FRXOGQއW�ILQG�0HPRULDO�+DOO�RQ�P\�own, 
but given my social context, I would have no trouble locating the building if I were placed 
in Cambridge. I would only need to find a map of the city, or ask people around me until I 
found someone who was able to lead me to it. Indeed, even in the passage about failing to 
LGHQWLI\�0HPRULDO�+DOO�TXRWHG�HDUOLHU��-DPHV�DOORZV�WKDW�WKH�NQRZLQJ�IXQFWLRQ�GRHV�QRW�UHo
quire our being able to find the hall on our own, rather, it counts us as knowing the hall if 
ZH�FDQފ�UHFRJQL]Hދ�LW�DIWHU�EHLQJ�OHG�WR�LW�E\�RXU�SHHUV��(5(�����������07�����������27 It 
LV�RQO\�LI��DIWHU�JHWWLQJ�VXFK�KHOS��WKDW�ZH�VWLOO�LQVLVW�WKDW�ZH�DUHQއW�VXUH�WKDW�WKH�KDOO�LQ�
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front of us is what we had in mind, that James entertains doubts that we were really 
thinking about it.

I refer to what I do by many of my terms because, given my social context, the people I 
UHO\�RQ�ZRXOG�OHDG�PH�WR�VRPH�REMHFWV�DQG�QRW�RWKHUV��,I�,�ZHUH�LQ�D�GLIIHUHQW�VRFLDO�FRQo
text, many of my ideas would be cognitive of different things.28 How a term is used in 
RQHއV�VRFLDO�VXUURXQGLQJ�FDQ�WKXV�DIIHFW�ZKDW�RQHއV�RZQ�LGHDV�DUH�DERXW��,�DP�WUHDWHG�DV�
UHIHUULQJ�WR�0HPRULDO�+DOO�E\0ފ�HPRULDO�+DOOދ�HYHQ�LI�,�FDQQRW�XQLTXHO\�SLFN�LW�RXW�P\o
self, because I can rely on others to do so for me. As long as somebody can be relied upon 
WR�NQRZ�ZKHUH�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�DFWXDOO\�LV��WKH�V\VWHP�ZRUNV��6XFK�D�SLFWXUH�RI�RXUފ�WUDGLQJ�
WUXWKVދ�ZLWK�RWKHUV�EULQJV�WR�PLQG��RI�FRXUVH��ZKDW�LV�WRGD\�IUHTXHQWO\�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�WKH�
��DVSHFW�RI�ODQJXDJHދFRRSHUDWLYHފ�DQG�-DPHV�VWUHVVHV�WKLV 29ދ�GLYLVLRQ�RI�OLQJXLVWLF�ODERUފ
use in the following:

The untrammeled flowing of the leading-process, its general freedom from clash 
and contradiction, passes for its indirect verification; but all roads lead to Rome, 
and in the end and eventually, all true processes must lead to the face of directly 
YHULI\LQJ�VHQVLEOH�H[SHULHQFH�VRPHZKHUH��ZKLFK�VRPHERG\އV�LGHDV�KDYH�FRSLHG���3�
1907, 103)

7KHފ�GLYLVLRQ�RI�ODERUދ�PHWDSKRU�LV�HVSHFLDOO\�DSW�IRU�-DPHV��DQG�KLV�FODLP�WKDWފ�WUXWK�
OLYHVޔ��RQ�D�FUHGLW�V\VWHPދ��3������������DSSOLHV�HTXDOO\�ZHOO�WR�LQWHQWLRQDOLW\�

This division of labor thus accounts for how social usage can help determine what we are 
WDONLQJ�DERXW�ZKHQ�ZH�DUH�DPELYDOHQW�RU�XQFHUWDLQ�DERXW�D�WHUPއV�FRQGLWLRQV�RI�DSSOLFDo
tion, and James can allow for such social contributions even when our dispositions are not 
LQGHWHUPLQDWH��DV�ZKHQ�,އP�LQLWLDOO\�GLVSRVHG�WR�SLFN�RXW�(OOLRW�+DOO�DV0ފ�HPRULDO�+DOOދ���
,I�DQ�LGHD�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�REMHFW�WKDW�EULQJV�LWV�ZRUNLQJV�WR�D�VDWLVIDFWRU\�WHUPLQXV��WKHQ�VRo
FLDO�IDFWRUV�FDQ�DIIHFW�ZKDW�ZH�DUH�WDONLQJ�DERXW�WR�WKH�H[WHQW�WKDW�WKH\�DIIHFW�ZKLFK�REo
MHFWV�ZH�XOWLPDWHO\�ILQG�VDWLVIDFWRU\��7KHފ�VDWLVIDFWLRQ�RI�KHDULQJ�\RX�FRUURERUDWH�PH30ދ is 
SDUW�RI�ZKDW�ZH�RIWHQ�ORRN�IRU�LQ�D�VXFFHVVIXO�FDVH�RI�NQRZLQJ��DQG�VR�RQH�RI�WKH�GHVLGHUDo
WD�IRU�D�VXFFHVVIXO�FDVH�RI�NQRZLQJ�LV�WR�JHW�RQHއV�FRQYHUVDWLRQDO�SDUWQHUV�WR�DJUHH�WKDW�
what one has picked out is indeed what one was talking about. What might otherwise 
��IRU�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�PD\�WXUQ�RXW�QRW�WR�EH�VDWLVIDFWRU\�EHFDXVH�LW�ZRXOG�LQYROYHދZRUNފ
picking out as the referent of his term something different from what his compatriots 
would.

:K\�VXFK�FRUURERUDWLRQ�VKRXOG�EH�LPSRUWDQW�WR�XV�LV�FOHDU��)LUVW�RI�DOO��ZH�ZDQW�RXU�XWWHUo
ances to be understood by others. Furthermore, the utterances of others are much more 
likely to be useful to us as sources of information about the world if we mean what they 
do by the same words. If we go our own way with the meanings of our words, we can lose 
our grip on a tremendous amount of information that would otherwise be available. James 
stresses this in a passage that highlights the importance of treating our language as a 
shared, temporally extended, practice:
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$OO�KXPDQ�WKLQNLQJ�JHWV�GLVFXUVLILHG��ZH�H[FKDQJH�LGHDV��ZH�OHQG�DQG�ERUURZ�YHULo
fications, get them from one another by means of social intercourse. All truth thus 
gets verbally built out, stored up, and made available for everyone. Hence, we 
must talk consistently just as we must think consistently: for both in talk and in 
thought we deal with kinds. Names are arbitrary, but once understood they must 
EH�NHSW�WR��:H�PXVWQއW�QRZ�FDOO�$EHOފ�&DLQދ�RU�&DLQފ�$EHOދ��,I�ZH�GR��ZH�XQJHDU�
ourselves from the whole book of Genesis, and from all its connections with the 
universe of speech and fact down to the present time. We throw ourselves out of 
ZKDWHYHU�WUXWK�WKDW�HQWLUH�V\VWHP�RI�VSHHFK�DQG�IDFW�PD\�HPERG\���3��� ށ�������
103)

James here spells out the pragmatic justification for the idea that each speaker typically 
XQGHUVWDQGV�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�Dފ�UHIHUHQFH�SUHVHUYLQJ�OLQNދ��(YDQV 1973) in a continuous 
FKDLQ�RI�XVH�IRU�WKH�WHUPV�LQ�D�VKDUHG�ODQJXDJH��2EMHFWV�ZKLFK�GRQއW�OLH�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�
RI�VXFK�FKDLQV�WHQG�WR�EHފ�LQWHOOHFWXDOO\�OHVV�VDWLVI\LQJދ�WKDQ�WKRVH�WKDW�GR�EHFDXVH�WKH\�
frustrate this presupposition and disconnect us from the testimony of others.

Once again, the basic explanation is individualistic, as in the core cases, but our desire to 
UHIHU�WR�ZKDW�RWKHU�SHRSOH�GR�E\�WKHLU�ZRUGV�DOORZV�UHIHUHQFH�LQ�QRQ�FRUH�FDVHV�WR�EH�VRo
cially determined. If my conception of sofas, or arthritis, were idiosyncratic, I might still 
refer to what my fellows did by these terms because my intention to use my words in line 
ZLWK�VRFLDO�XVDJH�PD\�XOWLPDWHO\�PDNH�WKH�VRFLDOO\�GHWHUPLQHG�UHIHUHQWV�PRUHފ�VDWLVIDFWRo
U\ދ�IRU�PH�

Unobservables

7KLV�EULQJV�XV�WR�WKH�FDVH�RIފ�XQREVHUYDEOHVދ��WKRVH�LWHPV�ZKLFK�ZH�FRXOG�QRW��SHUKDSV�
HYHQ�LQ�SULQFLSOH��KDYH�SHUFHSWXDO�FRQWDFW�ZLWK��TXDUNV��DQRWKHUއV�WKRXJKWV��HWF����6XFK�
cases obviously cause at least prima facie problems for an account of intentionality that 
grounds so much in perceptual contact with the objects referred to. Of course, those who 
SOD\�XS�-DPHVއVފ�LQVWUXPHQWDOLVPދ�PLJKW�VXJJHVW�WKDW�KH�ZRXOG�VLPSO\�ELWH�WKH�EXOOHW�
here and deny that we can refer to unobservables. This would, however, be a mistake. 
Even if one can read James as denying the existence of, say, the theoretical posits of the 
VFLHQFHV�RI�KLV�GD\��WKDW�VRUW�RI�LQVWUXPHQWDOLVP�LVQއW�JURXQGHG�LQ�JHQHUDO�ZRUULHV�DERXW�
unobservables, and it would be much harder to read him making similar claims about, for 
instance, the mental states of others.31

+RZHYHU��LI�-DPHV�GRHVQއW�GHQ\�WKDW�VXFK�UHIHUHQFH�WR�XQREVHUYDEOHV�LV�SRVVLEOH��WKHQ�
KRZ�FDQ�KH�H[SODLQ�LW"�)LUVW�RI�DOO��RQH�VKRXOG�DOVR�QRWH�WKDW�ZKLOH�UHIHUHQFH�WR�XQREVHUYo
ables is more problematic for some of the exclusively perception-grounded talk about 
knowing in the Essays on Radical Empiricism, it is less of a worry for the earlier, and 
more recognizably pragmatist, account in The Principles of Psychology DQG7ފ�KH�)XQFWLRQ�
RI�&RJQLWLRQދ��ZKLFK�VWUHVVHV�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�RXU�WKRXJKWVފ�RSHUDWLQJދ�RQ�REMHFWV�LQ�D�
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QRQ�SHUFHSWXDO�VHQVH�DV�ZHOO��7KLV�FRPPLWPHQW�WRފ�RSHUDWLRQދ�LV�QHYHU�JLYHQ�XS�E\�James, 
VR�HYHQ�LQ�KLVފ�$�ZRUOG�RI�SXUH�H[SHULHQFHދ��ZH�ILQG�KLP�LQVLVWLQJ�WKDW�

:KHUH�GLUHFW�DFTXDLQWDQFH�LV�ODFNLQJފ��NQRZOHGJH�DERXWދ�LV�WKH�QH[W�EHVW�WKLQJ��
and an acquaintance with what actually lies about the object, and is most closely 
related to it, puts such knowledge within our grasp. Ether-waves and your anger, 
for example, are things in which my thoughts will never perceptually terminate 
but my concepts of them lead me to their very brink, to the chromatic fringes and 
to the hurtful words and deeds which are their really next effects. (MT 1909, 69, 
ERE 1904, 36)

(YHQ�LI�ZH�FDQއW�GLUHFWO\�REVHUYH�VXE�DWRPLF�SDUWLFOHV��ZH�FDQ�PDQLSXODWH�WKHP�LQ�ZD\V�
WKDW�DOORZ�RXU�WKRXJKWV�WR�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DVފ�FRJQLWLYHދ�RI�WKHP��0XFK�WKH�VDPH�FRXOG�EH�
VDLG�RI�WKH�WKRXJKWV�RI�RWKHUV��:H�FDQއW�SHUFHLYH�WKHP�GLUHFWO\��EXW�ZH�GR�IHHO�WKHLU�HIo
IHFWV��WKRVHފ�KXUWIXO�ZRUGV�DQG�GHHGVދ��DQG�FDQ�RSHUDWH�RQ�WKHP�DV�ZHOO��:H�GRQއW�MXVW�
KHDU�RXU�LQWHUORFXWRUއV�DQJU\�ZRUGV��EXW�ZH�DUH�DOVR��LI�DOO�JRHV�ZHOO��FDSDEOH�RI�DFWLQJ�LQ�
ZD\V�WKDW�FDQ�UHGXFH�WKHLU�DQJHU��FKDQJH�WKHLU�EHOLHIV��HWF��,WއV�QRW�MXVW�D�PDWWHU�RI�EHLQJ 

close WR�WKH�XQREVHUYDEOH��LWއV�D�PDWWHU�RI�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�DIIHFW�LWV�EHKDYLRU�DQG�WDLORU�RXU�
behavior to it.

)XUWKHUPRUH��HYHQ�ZKHQ�ZH�VWDUW�ZLWK�WKHފ�SHUFHSWXDOދ�UDWKHU�WKDQފ�RSHUDWLRQDOދ�SDUDo
GLJP��ZH�FDQ�VHH�KRZ�-DPHVއV�DFFRXQW�FRXOG�EH�H[WHQGHG�WR�VXFK�FDVHV��([DPSOHV�RI�YLUo
WXDO�NQRZLQJ�GLVFXVVHG�HDUOLHU�KDYH�LQYROYHG�D�WKRXJKWއV�EHLQJ�DERXW�VRPHWKLQJ�HYHQ�
though no perceptual contact is ever actually PDGH��DQG�E\�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�VRPH�RI�WKH�SKHo
nomenal features of such cases, particularly how the virtually known typically coheres 
well with the rest of our knowledge, James can explain why we extend the application of 
 .�WR�WKRVH�FDVHV�LQ�ZKLFK�SHUFHSWXDO�FRQWDFW�FRXOG�QRW�HYHQ possibly be madeދNQRZLQJފ
We thus make a move from the merely unobserved to the unobservable. After all, James 
characterizes virtual cases for observables as follows:

7KH�LPPHQVHO\�JUHDWHU�SDUW�RI�DOO�RXU�NQRZLQJޔ�LV�QHYHU�FRPSOHWHO\�QDLOHG�GRZQ��
I speak not merely of our ideas of imperceptibles like ether-waves or dissociated 
��PLQGVއ�OLNH�WKH�FRQWHQWV�RI�RXU�QHLJKERUVއHMHFWVކ��RU�RWKHUއLRQVކ�,�VSHDN�DOVR�RI�
ideas which we might verify if we would take the trouble, but which we hold for 
WUXH�DOWKR�XQWHUPLQDWHG�SHUFHSWXDOO\��EHFDXVH�QRWKLQJ�VD\Vކ�QRއ�WR�XV��DQG�WKHUH�LV�
no contradicting truth in sight. (MT 1909, 67; ERE 1904, 34)

2QFH�ZH�DGPLW�WKH�VWDQGDUG�FDVHV�RI�YLUWXDO�UHIHUHQFH�DQG�DOORZ�WKDWފ�WR�FRQWLQXH�WKLQNo
ing unchallenged is, ninety-nine times out of one hundred, our practical substitute for 
knowing in the completed senseދ��07�����������(5(������������UHIHUHQFH�WR�XQREVHUYo
ables can be admitted as well.32

1RQ�DFWXDOL]HG�FDVHV�RI�YLUWXDO�NQRZOHGJH�JHQHUDOO\�KDYH�WKHފ�IUHHGRP�IURP�FODVK�DQG�
FRQWUDGLFWLRQދ�WKDW�SDVVHV�IRUފ�LQGLUHFW�YHULILFDWLRQ33ދ and this characteristic could be 
shared by our thought about unobservables.34 Standard cases of virtual knowledge count 
DVފ�NQRZLQJދ�LQ�YLUWXH�RI�KDYLQJ�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�WR�EHFRPH�OLNH�WKH�SURWRW\SH��UHIHUHQFH�WR�
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XQREVHUYDEOHV�FRXQWV�DVފ�NQRZLQJދ�LQ�YLUWXH�RI�VKDULQJ�WKH�HYLGHQWLDO�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�
(that freedom from clash and contradiction) of the virtual cases.

Thinking about the Past

6WLOO��HYHQ�ZKHQ�GHYHORSHG�LQ�WKHVH�ZD\V��-DPHVއV�DFFRXQW�RI�LQWHQWLRQDOLW\�VHHPV�WR�UHo
main forward-looking, and this raises potential problems for providing an account of our 
thoughts about the past.35 Indeed, reference to the past is frequently taken to be the most 
VHULRXV�SUREOHP�ZLWK�-DPHVއV�WKHRU\�RI�WUXWK�36 DQG�LW�SRVHV�D�VLPLODU�SUREOHP�IRU�KLV�DFo
count of intentionality.37 :H�W\SLFDOO\�XQGHUVWDQG�RXUVHOYHV�DV�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�UHIHU�WR�KLVo
WRULFDO�ILJXUHV�OLNH�&DHVDU��EXW�KRZ�LV�WKLV�WR�EH�H[SODLQHG�RQ�-DPHVއV�DFFRXQW"�&HUWDLQO\�
not in terms of our tracking him down, or for that matter, even being able to be led into 
his immediate environment.

+RZHYHU��WKLV�ZLOO�EH�DQRWKHU�FDVH�LQ�ZKLFK�-DPHV�FDQ�DSSHDO�WR�WKH�IDFW�WKDWފ�to continue 
thinking unchallenged is, ninety-nine times out of one hundred, our practical substitute 
for knowing in the completed senseދ��07�����������(5(������������:KLOH�&DHVDU�DQG�KLV�
immediate environment are not available, there are other items associated with Caesar 
(manuscripts, statues, etc.) that we can be connected with.

Caesar had and my statement has��HIIHFWV��DQG�LI�WKHVH�HIIHFWV�LQ�DQ\�ZD\�UXQ�WRo
JHWKHU��D�FRQFUHWH�PHGLXP�LV�SURYLGHG�IRU�WKH�GHWHUPLQDWH�FRJQLWLYH�UHODWLRQޔ���
The real Caesar, for example, wrote a manuscript of which I see a real reprint and 
VD\ފ�WKH�&DHVDU�,�PHDQ�LV�WKH�DXWKRU�RI thatދ���07�����������

:H�FDQއW�GLUHFWO\�SHUFHLYH�RU�RSHUDWH�RQ�LWHPV�IURP�WKH�SDVW��EXW�DV�ORQJ�DV�RXU�ZRUGV�JHW�
a grip elsewhere, they can extend from their more secure base. In particular, James has 
SOHQW\�RI�URRP�WR�DGG�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�5XVVHOOLDQފ�GHQRWLQJދ�WR�KLV�DFFRXQW��DQG�VR�FRXOG�
DOZD\V�FODLP�WKDW�VRPH��SDVW��LWHPV�FRXOG�EH�NQRZQފ�E\�GHVFULSWLRQދ��-DPHV�GLVWLQJXLVKHV�
��DQG�WKLV�GLVo����ށ����������33��ދNQRZOHGJH�DERXWފ��IURPދNQRZOHGJH�RI�DFTXDLQWDQFHފ
WLQFWLRQ�LV�IUHTXHQWO\�FRPSDUHG�WR�5XVVHOOއV�NQRZOHGJH�E\�DFTXDLQWDQFH�NQRZOHGJH�E\�GHo
scription distinction.38 1HYHUWKHOHVV��LW�VKRXOG�EH�QRWHG�WKDW�ZKLOH�-DPHVއVފ�FRQFHSWXDO�
NQRZLQJދ�LV�RIWHQ�LQIRUPHG�E\ފ�NQRZOHGJH�DERXWދ��LW�LV�QRW�NQRZOHGJHފ�E\�
GHVFULSWLRQދ��VLQFH�ZKDW�RXU�NQRZOHGJH�DERXW�OHDGV�XV�WR�WUDFN�GRZQ�PD\�QRW�EH�ZKDW�
WKH�DVVRFLDWHG�GHVFULSWLRQV�DUH�WUXH�RI���$V�D�UHVXOW��VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�NQRZOHGJH�E\�GHVFULSo
WLRQ�FDQ�VWLOO�EH�DGGHG�WR�-DPHVއV�DFFRXQW��DQG�ZKLOH�5XVVHOOއV�GHVFULSWLRQV�QHHGHG��XOWLo
mately, to be composed of elements that we were directly acquainted with, James could 
LQFOXGH�LWHPV�WKDW�DUH�RQO\�YLUWXDOO\�NQRZQ�DPRQJ�WKH�LQJUHGLHQWV�WKDW�FDQ�JR�LQWR�WKH�GHo
VFULSWLRQV��6R��IRU�LQVWDQFH��,�FDQ�GHQRWH�&DHVDU�DVފ�WKH�DXWKRU�RI The Gallic Warsދ��ZKLOH�
the book itself is referred to in virtue of my ability to track down a copy, rather than in 
virtue of further identifying descriptions.

2I�FRXUVH��LI�-DPHV�PDNHV�VXFK�D�PRYH��KH�PD\�VWLOO�IDFH�WKH�SUREOHPV�W\SLFDOO\�DVVRFLDWo
HG�ZLWK�GHVFULSWLYH�DFFRXQWVނZKDW�LI��VD\��&DHVDU�GLGQއW�UHDOO\�ZULWH The Gallic Wars?39 

7KLV�ZRUU\�DERXW�RXU�GHVFULSWLRQV�SLFNLQJ�RXW�SHRSOH�ZKR�ZH�DUHQއW�LQWXLWLYHO\�WDONLQJ�
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about highlights a similar problem with the non-denotational cases: namely, what should 
ZH�VD\�LI�WKH�REMHFW�ZH�ZRXOG��FROOHFWLYHO\��WUDFN�GRZQ�LVQއW�WKH�REMHFW�WKDW�ZH�DUHފ�LQWXo
LWLYHO\ދ�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�WDONLQJ�DERXW"�7KLV�JHQHUDO�SUREOHP�RIފ�PLVUHSUHVHQWDWLRQދ�ZLOO�EH�
the subject of the following section.

Misrepresentation (and Truth)

$�SDUWLFXODUO\�SUHVVLQJ�VRXUFH�RI�SRWHQWLDO�SUREOHPV�IRU�-DPHVއV�EDVLF�DFFRXQW�DUH�PLV� 
identifications. For James, our being led to an object does not merely indicate that we had 
always been thinking about it. Rather, the leading relation is supposed to be constitutive 

RI�WKH�LQWHQWLRQDO�RQH��7KH�REMHFWV�RXU�SUDFWLFHV�XOWLPDWHO\�HQG�XSފ�RSHUDWLQJދ�RQ�DUH�
thereby the ones our ideas refer to. As James puts it:

The percept here not only verifies the concept, proves its function of knowing that 
SHUFHSW�WR�EH�WUXH��EXW�WKH�SHUFHSWއV�H[LVWHQFH�DV�WKH�WHUPLQXV�RI�WKH�FKDLQ�RI�LQo
termediaries creates the function. Whatever terminates the chain was, because it 
QRZ�SURYHV�LWVHOI�WR�EH��ZKDW�WKH�FRQFHSWފ�KDG�LQ�PLQG�40ދ

7KHފ�GLUHFWLRQ�RI�ILWދ�EHWZHHQ�ZKDW�ZH�DUH�UHIHUULQJ�WR�DQG�RXU�DWWHPSWV�WR�ORFDWH�VXFK�
UHIHUHQWV�WKXV�VHHPV�WR�EH�WKH�RSSRVLWH�RI�ZKDW�LV�FRPPRQO\�VXSSRVHG��:KDW�ZH�DUH�UHo
ferring to appears to be beholden to our investigations rather than the other way around.

This makes the problem of misrepresentation pressing, since people can occasionally pick 
RXW�WKLQJV�WKDW�WKHLU�ZRUGV�DQG�LGHDV�LQWXLWLYHO\�GRQއW�VHHP�WR�UHIHU�WR��,I�,�JR�RXW�WR�ILQG�
Memorial Hall, and wind up at Eliot Hall instead, it seems wrong to claim that Eliot Hall 
ZDV�ZKDW�P\0ފ�HPRULDO�+DOOދ�LGHD�KDG�EHHQ�UHIHUULQJ�WR�DOO�DORQJ��ZKLFK�LW�ZRXOG�VHHP�
to be if the tracking down created the knowing function). Fortunately, as the discussion of 
ODQJXDJHއV�VRFLDO�FKDUDFWHU�VXJJHVWHG��-DPHV�KDV�WKH�UHVRXUFHV�WR�DFFRXQW�IRU�VXFK�FDVo
es.

In particular, while the termination of the chain creates the knowing function, whether or 
not a chain has, in fact, been terminated is not something about which we are infallible, 
and mis-identification involves us thinking that a chain is terminated when it is not. 
Briefly put, mis-identifications are understood in terms of identification that are corrected 
by future experience. As James famously puts it with respect to truth:

7KHފ�DEVROXWHO\ދ�WUXH��PHDQLQJ�ZKDW�QR�IDUWKHU�H[SHULHQFH�ZLOO�HYHU�DOWHU��LV�WKDW�
ideal vanishing-point towards with we imagine that all our temporary truths will 
VRPH�GD\�FRQYHUJH�0ޔ��HDQZKLOH�ZH�KDYH�WR�OLYH�WR�GD\�E\�ZKDW�WUXWK�ZH�FDQ�JHW�
WR�GD\��DQG�EH�UHDG\�WR�PRUURZ�WR�FDOO�LW�IDOVHKRRG�7ޔ�KH�SUHVHQW�VKHGV�D�EDFNo
ZDUGV�OLJKW�RQ�WKH�ZRUOGއV�SUHYLRXV�SURFHVVHV��7KH\�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�WUXWK�SURFHVVo
es for the actors in them. They are not so for one who knows the later revelations 
RI�WKH�VWRU\��7KLV�UHJXODWLYH�QRWLRQ�RI�D�SRWHQWLDO�EHWWHU�WUXWK�WR�EH�HVWDEOLVKHG�ODWo
HU��SRVVLEO\�WR�EH�HVWDEOLVKHG�VRPH�GD\�DEVROXWHO\��DQG�KDYLQJ�SRZHUV�RI�UHWURDFo
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tive legislation, turns its face, like all pragmatist notions, towards concreteness of 
IDFW��DQG�WRZDUGV�WKH�IXWXUH���3�������ށ�������

Questions of truth and intentionality are deeply connected for James (as is seen in his 
ZLOOLQJQHVV�WR�WDON�DERXW�WKHފ�WUXWKދ�RI�QDPHV�DQG�FRQFHSWV���DQG�MXVW�DV�-DPHV�WDONV�
DERXWފ�DEVROXWHދ�DQGފ�WHPSRUDU\ދ�WUXWK��WKHUH�DUH�REMHFWV�WKDW�RXU�WKRXJKWV�DUHފ�WHPo
SRUDULO\ދ�FRJQLWLYH�RI��DQG�WKRVH�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�DERXWފ�DEVROXWHO\ދ��&DVHV�RI�PLV�LGHQWLILFDo
WLRQ�FDQ�WKXV�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�WKRVH�LQ�ZKLFK�WKHފ�WHPSRUDU\ދ�DQGފ�DEVROXWHދ�H[WHQVLRQV�
RI�RQH�RI�RQHއV�WHUPV�FRPH�DSDUW��7KH�FKDLQ�FDQ�DSSHDU�WR�EH�ILQLVKHG�HYHQ�ZKHQ�LW�LVQއW��
EXW�VXFK�FDVHV�FDQ�VWLOO�OHDYH�WKH�NQRZHU�ZLWK��ފYLUWXDOފ��ދDEVROXWHދ�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�FRUo
UHFW�REMHFWV��6R��IRU�LQVWDQFH��,�FDQ�VWLOO�FRXQW�DVފ�YLUWXDOO\ދ�UHIHUULQJ�WR�0HPRULDO�+DOO�
ZLWK�P\0ފ�HPRULDO�+DOOދ�WKRXJKWV�HYHQ�DV�,�LGHQWLI\�(OLRW�+DOO�DV�ZKDW�,�ZDV�WKLQNLQJ�RI��
2I�FRXUVH��ZHUH�WKH�WLVVXH�RI�H[SHULHQFH�VHW�XS�VR�WKDW�QR�FRUUHFWLRQ�RI�WKLV�LQLWLDO�MXGJo
PHQW�ZHUH�SRVVLEOH��VD\��,އG�VWHDGIDVWO\�UHIXVH�WR�ZLWKGUDZ�P\�FODLP�WKDW�(OLRW�+DOO�ZDV�
��QR�PDWWHU�ZKDW�HYLGHQFH�,�ZDV�VXEVHTXHQWO\�JLYHQ���WKHQ�-DPHV�ZRXOGދ0HPRULDO�+DOOފ
KDYH�WR�VD\�WKDW�(OLRW�+DOO�ZDV�ZKDW�,�ZDV�UHIHUULQJ�WR�LQ�WKH�IXOOHU�VHQVH�DV�ZHOO��+RZHYo
er, if things really were that way, then James might be right to doubt that there was much 
VHQVH�WR�EH�PDGH�RI�WKH�FODLP�WKDW�,�ZDVފ�UHDOO\ދ�UHIHUULQJ�WR�DQ\WKLQJ�HOVH���,Q�VXFK�D�
VFHQDULR��,�ZRXOG�FHUWDLQO\�EH�UHIHUULQJ�WR�(OLRW�+DOO�E\0ފ�HPRULDO�+DOOދ eventually, so the 
question would be how far back these attributions can be legitimately made.)

Conclusion

,Q�VSLWH�RI�LWV�DWWUDFWLQJ�FRPSDUDWLYHO\�OLWWOH�DWWHQWLRQ�GXULQJ�LWV�WLPH��RU�VLQFH���-DPHVއV�
account of intentionality played a central role in his thinking, and while his account is not 
ZLWKRXW�LWV�SUREOHPV��LWއV�DUJXDEO\�VXSHULRU�WR�PRVW�RI�WKH�DOWHUQDWLYHV�RIIHUHG�LQ�-DPHVއV�
day. This lack of attention may be in part due to its missing the (definitional) form that 
SKLORVRSKHUV�W\SLFDOO\�H[SHFW�IURP�DQ�DFFRXQW��EXW�-DPHV�QRW�RQO\�UHMHFWV�WKH�FRPPRQ�DVo
sumption that theories must have such a form, but provides an account that undermines 
WKDW�YHU\�DVVXPSWLRQ��,I�LQWHQWLRQDOLW\�ZRUNHG�WKURXJK�VRPH�VRUW�RIފ�FRS\LQJދ��WKHQ�RQH�
PLJKW�H[SHFW�HYHU\�FDWHJRU\��LQFOXGLQJ�WKRVH�UHODWLQJ�WR�WUXWK�DQG�UHIHUHQFH��WR�KDYH�QHFo
essary and sufficient conditions associated with it, since those are the conditions which 
ZRXOG�JLYH�WKH�FULWHULD�E\�ZKLFK�REMHFWVފ�ILWދ�WKH�UHOHYDQW�WHUPV��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��LI�LQo
tentionality is ultimately based on our having the potential to operate on the objects of 
RXU�WKRXJKWV��WKHQ�WKH�WLGLQHVV�RI�RXU�FDWHJRULHV��DQG�WKXV�RI�RXU�DFFRXQWV�RI�LQWHQWLRQDOLo
W\�DQG�WUXWK��LV�OHVV�RI�DQ�LVVXH��-DPHVއV�DFFRXQW�RI�LQWHQWLRQDOLW\�WKXV�VXSSRUWV�KLV�DSo
proach to analysis, and so feeds into his account of truth not only because constraints on 
ZKDW�ZH�FDQ�WDON�DERXW�DUH�ERXQG�WR�DIIHFW�WKH�WUXWK�FRQGLWLRQV�RI�RXU�FODLPV��EXW�DOVR�EHo
cause what sort of account we can give of truth will depend in part on how we think that 
WKH�ZRUGފ�WUXWKދ�LWVHOI�FRPHV�WR�SLFN�RXW�ZKDWHYHU�LW�GRHV��-DPHVއV�ZULWLQJV�RQ�WUXWK�RIWHQ�
KDYH�WKH�FRPSDUDWLYHO\�XQV\VWHPDWLF�TXDOLW\�WKDW�KLV�ZULWLQJV�RQ�LQWHQWLRQDOLW\�DOVR�GLVo
SOD\��EXW�LI�KLV�ZULWLQJV�RQ�LQWHQWLRQDOLW\�DUH�RQ�WKH�ULJKW�WUDFN��WKHQ�WKLV�ODFN�RI�V\VWHPo
aticity need not be a bad thing.
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Notes:

(1.) Thanks to Alex Klein, Jim Conant, Richard Gale, and members of the audience at 
Guelph University for comments on earlier versions of this paper. Note that when I quote 
-DPHV��LWDOLFV��XQOHVV�VWDWHG�RWKHUZLVH��DUH�DOZD\V�-DPHVއV�

(2.) Royce 1885��,Q�WKLV�ERRN�5R\FH�SUHVHQWHG�ZKDW�-DPHV�FDOOHG�DQފ�RULJLQDO�SURRI�RI�
,GHDOLVPދ�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�TXHVWLRQފ��+RZ�FDQ�D�WKRXJKW�UHIHU�WR��LQWHQG��RU�VLJQLI\�DQ\�SDUo
WLFXODU�UHDOLW\�RXWVLGH�LWVHOI"ދ��(������������������5&)RU�D�QLFH�VXPPDU\�RI�KRZ�-DPHV�XQo
GHUVWRRG�5R\FHއV�DUJXPHQW�DQG�LWV�LPSRUWDQFH��VHH�KLV������OHWWHU�WR�&KDUOHV�5HQRXYLHU�
�����ށ������������-:&�

(3.) Letter to Henry James, September 8, 1907 (CWJ 1907, 3.344).
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(4.) I should note that James often speaks of concepts LQ�MXVW�WKLV�ZD\��%XW�LQ�-DPHVއV�FDVH�
this is combined with a skepticism about the extent of the match between our concepts 
and the realities that they purport to represent, and he takes this mismatch between how 
we conceive of things and how we refer to them to underwrite a type of skepticism about 
WKHފ�FRQFHSWXDO�PHWKRGދ�LQ�SKLORVRSK\���)RU�IXUWKHU�GLVFXVVLRQ��VHH�-DFNPDQ 2018.)

(5.��)RU�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�-DPHVއV�JHQHUDO�WHQGHQF\�WR�IRFXV�RQ�FRQFUHWH�H[DPSOHV�DQG�ODFN�
of interest in providing necessary and sufficient conditions, see Gale (1998, 38, 52), 
Seigfried (1990ށ�����������DQG�3XWQDP��1997).

(6.��3�����������7KHފ�WUXWK�SURFHVVދ�KHUH�LV�PRUH�WLHG�WR�LQWHQWLRQDOLW\�WKDQ�SURSRVLWLRQDO�
WUXWK��ZLWK�WKH�H[DPSOH�-DPHV�GLVFXVVHV�EHLQJ�DERXW�KRZފ�D�PHQWDO�LPDJH�RI�D�KRXVHދ�
could lead us to follow a cow path until we encounter the real house.

(7.) Rosch (1975) and Lakoff (1987).

(8.) This example adapted from Lakoff (1987, 96).

(9.��7KLV�PD\�KDYH�VRPH�DIILQLWLHV�WR�:LWWJHQVWHLQއV�SRLQW�WKDWފ�PHDQLQJދ�DQGފ�UHIHUHQFHދ�
DUHފ�IDPLO\�UHVHPEODQFHދ�WHUPV��:LWWJHQVWHLQ 1953��VHFWLRQ�������)RU�PRUH�RQ�WKLV�FRQo
nection, see Boncompagni, this volume.)

(10.) Much of the material in this section is discussed in more detail in Jackman (1998). 
4XRWHG�IURP�0(1�����������6��ށ��HH�WKH�FKDSWHUV�E\�/HYLQH�DQG�26އKHD�LQ�WKLV�YROXPH�
for additional discussion of this issue.

(11.) MT 1909, 14. See Bordogna (2008�������IRU�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�KRZ�WKLV�DSSURDFK�UHODWo
HG�WR�ERXQGDU\�GLVSXWHV�EHWZHHQ�SKLORVRSK\�DQG�SV\FKRORJ\�LQ�-DPHVއV�WLPH�

(12.) Strong (1904��JLYHV�D�XVHIXO�H[SRVLWLRQ�RI�WKLV�HDUO\�VWDJH�RI�-DPHVއV�ZRUN��DUJXLQJ�
WKDW�IRU�-DPHVފ�RSHUDWHދ�LV�DQފ�LQH[DFW�H[SUHVVLRQދ�WKDW�KDVފ�WR�GR�ZLWK�FDXVDO�UHODWLRQV��
EXW�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�ZLWK�FDXVDO�UHODWLRQV�WKDW�LQIOXHQFH�WKH�REMHFWދ�VR�WKDWފ�DFW�ZLWK�UHIHUo
HQFH�WRދ�RUފ�DGMXVW�RXU�UHODWLRQV�WRދ��DV�LQ�WKH�FDVH�ZKHQ�ZH�HQFRXQWHU�D�WUHH�DQG�WXUQ�
RXW�RI�RXU�LQLWLDO�SDWK�WR�DYRLG�ZDONLQJ�LQ�WR�LW���PLJKW�EH�D�PRUH�DFFXUDWH�ZD\�RI�FKDUDFo
terizing the relation (Strong 1904, 256, 257).

(13.��7KLV�UHDGLQJ�WKXV�GLIIHUV�IURP�WKDW�RI�26އKHD��WKLV�YROXPH���ZKR�FODLPV�WKDW�-DPHV�LV�
KHUH�VXJJHVWLQJ�WKDWފ�QR�VHQVRULDO�LPDJH�RU�IHHOLQJ�LQVWDQFH��T��FDQ�E\�LWVHOI�VXFFHHG�LQ�
being about any reality unless it not only operates upon but resembles WKDW�UHDOLW\ދ��+RZo
HYHU��WKLV�UHTXLUHV�D�WKRXJKWއV�EHLQJ�DQފ�HUURUދ�WR�DPRXQW�WR�D�IDLOXUH�WR�EH about WKH�REo
MHFW�DW�DOO��ZKLOH�,އP�PRUH�LQFOLQHG�WR�WKLQN�WKDW�-DPHV�HQGRUVHV�5R\FHއV�LQVLJKW�WKDW�WKH�
very possibility of error presupposes the ability of the thought to still be about whatever 
reality it is in error about.

(14.��:KLOH�KH�GRHV�UHJUHW�WKHފ�XQGXH�HPSKDVLV�ODLG�XSRQ�RSHUDWLQJ�RQ�WKH�REMHFW�LWVHOIދ��
the regret is about the emphasis on the object itself rather than the operation, since he 
ODWHU�UHDOL]HG�WKDW�RSHUDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�REMHFW�LWVHOI�LV�RIWHQފ�UHSODFHG�E\�RSHUDWLRQV�RQ�RWKHU�
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WKLQJV�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�REMHFWދ��07������������7KLV�H[SDQGHG�EDVH�ZLOO�EH�FUXFLDO�LQ�OHWWLQJ�
KLV�DFFRXQW�GHDO�ZLWK�WKRXJKWV�DERXWފ�XQREVHUYDEOHVދ�DQG�WKH�SDVW�

(15.��'XULQJ�WKH�SHULRG�RI�KLV�IRFXV�RQ�UDGLFDO�HPSLULFLVP��SHUFHSWLRQ�RIWHQ�GLVSODFHG�RSo
eration as the explicit focus of his account of knowing, since for the radical empiricist, to 
SHUFHLYH�DQ�REMHFW��RU�WR�NQRZ�LW�LPPHGLDWHO\ފ��LV�IRU�PHQWDO�FRQWHQW�DQG�REMHFW�WR�EH�
LGHQWLFDOދ��07�����������VHH�DOVR�07�����W@KH�H[WHUQDO�DQG�WKH�LQo<ފ��VR�WKDW���ށ��������
WHUQDO��WKH�H[WHQGHG�DQG�WKH�QRW�H[WHQGHG�IXVH�DQG�PDNH�DQ�LQGLVVROXEOH�PDUULDJHދ��5)(�
1905, 265). See Lamberth (1999), Putnam (1998), and Putnam (1999).

(16.��)XUWKHU��IRU�5XVVHOO��WKH�MXVWLILFDWLRQ�IRU�JLYLQJ�SULGH�RI�SODFH�WR�VXFKފ�LPPHGLDWHދ�
NQRZLQJ�ZDV�SULPDULO\�HSLVWHPLF��WKRXJK�SHUKDSV�QRW�LQ�D�SXUHO\ފ�IRXQGDWLRQDOLVWދ�ZD\ނ 

see Klein (2017����ZKLOH�IRU�-DPHV�WKH�PRWLYDWLRQ�ZDV�SULPDULO\�PHWDSK\VLFDO�DQG�SKHo
nomenological.

(17.��)RU�LQVWDQFH�ZH�NQRZ�DERXW�&DHVDU�WKURXJKފ�VRPH�GHVFULSWLRQ�ZKLFK�LV�FRPSRVHG�
ZKROO\�RI�SDUWLFXODUV�DQG�XQLYHUVDOV�ZLWK�ZKLFK�ZH�DUH�DFTXDLQWHGދ��5XVVHOO 1912, Ch. 5), 
DQGފ�>H@YHU\�SURSRVLWLRQ�ZKLFK�ZH�FDQ�XQGHUVWDQG�PXVW�EH�FRPSRVHG�ZKROO\�RI�FRQo
VWLWXHQWV�ZLWK�ZKLFK�ZH�DUH�DFTXDLQWHGދ��5XVVHOO ����ށ���������, 219).

(18.) P 1907, 99. Original in italics.

(19.��+HQFH�KLV�UKHWRULFDO�TXHVWLRQފ�:KDW�WKHQ�ZRXOG�VHOI�WUDQVFHQGHQF\�DIILUPHG�WR�H[LVW�
in advance of all experiential mediation or termination, be known-as"�:KDW�ZRXOG�LW�SUDFo
tically result in for us��ZHUH�LW�WUXH"ދ��5)(�����������07�����������

(20.) James makes a similar point about truth itself when he claims:

We let our notion pass for true without attempting to verify. If truth means verification- 
processes essentially, ought we then to call such unverified truths as this abortive? No, 
for they form the overwhelmingly large number of the truths we live by. Indirect as well 
as direct verifications pass muster. Where circumstantial is sufficient, we can go without 
H\H�ZLWQHVVLQJ�7ޔ��KH�YHULILFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�DVVXPSWLRQ�KHUH�PHDQV�LWV�OHDGLQJ�WR�QR�IUXVWUDo
WLRQV�RU�FRQWUDGLFWLRQޔ���)RU�RQH�WUXWK�SURFHVV�FRPSOHWHG�WKHUH�DUH�D�PLOOLRQ�LQ�RXU�OLYHV�
that function in this state of nascency. They turn towards direct verification; lead us into 
the surroundings RI�WKH�REMHFWV�WKH\�HQYLVDJH��DQG�WKHQ��LI�HYHU\WKLQJ�WXUQV�RXW�KDUPRo
QLRXVO\��ZH�DUH�VR�VXUH�WKDW�YHULILFDWLRQ�LV�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�ZH�RPLW�LW��DQG�DUH�XVXDOO\�MXVWLo
ILHG�E\�DOO�WKDW�KDSSHQV���3�������������ށ

(21.) MT 1909, 74; ERE 1905, 101, italics mine.

(22.) See also ERE 1904, 27.

(23.��7KH�VXJJHVWLRQ�WKDW�-DPHV�JHQHUDOO\�QHJOHFWVފ�WKH�VRFLDOދ�FDQ�DOVR�EH�IRXQG��DPRQJ�
others, in Gale (1998, 29, 165), Thayer (1975, xxii), McDermott (1986, 53), Otto (1943, 
189), Morris (1970, 143, 151), and Scheffler (1974ށ���������������
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(24.) This should all be familiar from the cases discussed in Putnam (1975) and Burge 
(1979).

(25.) MT 1909, 35, original in italics.

(26.) For a related discussion, see Evans (1982ށ����������

(27.��-DPHVއV�IDPRXV�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�RXU�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�WLJHUV�LQ�,QGLD��(3K�
����07���ށ�����������DOVR�LQYROYHV�D�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�ZKLFK�RQH�PXVW�UHO\�RQ�WKH�H[o���ށ����
pertise of others to have a realistic hope of making it from Cambridge, Massachusetts, to 
WKRVH�SDUWV�RI�,QGLD�ZKHUH�RQH�PLJKW�HQFRXQWHU�WKRVHފ�VWULSHG�UDVFDOVދ��07�����(3�����

(28.��-DPHV�UHFRJQL]HV�WKLV�SRVVLELOLW\�H[SOLFLWO\�ZKHQ�KH�QRWHV�WKDWފ�,I�D�GLIIHUHQW�LQWHUo
mediation, leading to a different real terminus, should occur, we should say, even were 
WKH�LQLWLDO�VWDWH�RI�PLQG�LGHQWLFDO��WKDW�QRZ�LW�KDG�D�GLIIHUHQWކ�REMHFWދއ��1)0�����ށ������
17).

(29.) See Putnam (1975).

(30.) MT 1909, 118.

(31.) See Jackman (2018).

(32.) Such an account would also allow us to refer to things like the number 26, though 
-DPHV�GLGQއW�GHYRWH�PXFK�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�VXFK�FDVHV�

(33.) P 1907, 103.

(34.) One should note, however, that for James many of the theoretical entities posited by 
WKH�VFLHQWLILF�WKHRULHV�RI�KLV�GD\�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�FDQGLGDWHV�IRUފ�NQRZLQJދ�RI�WKLV�VRUW��7KLV�
was precisely because he took them not WR�EH�IUHH�IURP�VXFKފ�FODVK�DQG�FRQWUDGLFWLRQދ�
when they were extended beyond the very restricted domains where they proved useful 
(see Jackman (2018)).

(35.) Specifically, the distant past that we never experienced. James takes reference to 
things from our own past to be relatively unproblematic, and that in cases where we have 
had past perceptual contact with an object, we can always succeed in referring to it in a 
retrospective way (MT 1909, 26).

(36.��6XFK�D�YLHZ�LV�VKDUHG�E\�HDUO\�FULWLFV�RI�-DPHV�VXFK�DV�5R\FH�DQG�%UDGOH\�DQG�FRQo
temporary (sympathetic) expositors of James such as Putnam and Gale (see Gale (1998), 
Putnam (1997)).

(37.��-DPHV�IODJV�WKH�SUREOHP�KLPVHOI�LQ�D�IUXVWUDWLQJO\�HQLJPDWLF�IRRWQRWH�WR�KLV�XQILQo
ished manuscript The Many and the One��QRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�SDVW�LPPHGLDWHO\�RFFXUV�WR.ފ�
RQH�DV�LQFRPSDWLEOH�ZLWK�VXFK�DQ�DFFRXQW��/HVV�VR�WKDQ�DSSHDUV��KRZHYHU��EXW�WKLV�TXHVo
WLRQ�LV�MXVW�RQH�RI�WKRVH�WKDW�DUH�SRVWSRQHGދ��1)0�����ށ����������

(38.) See, for instance, Misak (2016, 54).
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(39.) All familiar from Kripke (1980).

(40.) MT 1909, 64; ERE 1904, 31. See also MT 1909, 63; ERE 1904, 29.
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